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WehR THTahA & o-aT & TMidl deh o FHT TNTRDI & ol
TUTARITYUT WTE YAT3N & YTTHT & HIEqH § Udh T THT
T SGIaT AT TR &l

T &g I TS H B IR gY, H THR HIeT T TR
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e, X & T0¢ U a¥ | Al & 91T fead
53T i g

ST TG, ToT | G3R UTeA 3R J3R USTT ohl TiedTiea
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AT Tehe o TRV Hd dhiene, U MR ATe, AT AN 3R
A9 URdeT ga ol @G H 60% do ol giedel UaH
CARGIR RS

AT GG,

TR MR 7 TAfaT 109 AT JieHT & agd ATE o
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& 1T, et F HISE Tsohl o WaR@Td 3R g, YAl 3R
gierdT o FHTOT 3R T | oy S/ id ol ST & &
Ty 21 7 WHR FT g R v @ ¢ b T o) H 95
Teda o7 faedR B & o & 777, e iR @y I,
STOTR 8T, Udedhl 3R 4TfHeh IeTl I STIgT STyl

gTcTi1oh, Teh URTS! Ao 81 o ATd, T auT 3R 1T
UTehideh JTUCT3Tt H AT T ATHAT ST Uedl & Sl dg TAT
R prfaede] ol a1i9d adl 2l B PR LT 8led &l TP
TSTHTT ST oA & foIT HerT g HTed T R dUah
T TaT & 3R e TBR ohl TRAHTAT TIoTAT b ded HIlar 3R
S TS ol AT A BT o YA Fdl W@l gl ST T hdal
gSh cad T YHHRA TahTd HTEd el Sicsh & 9edhl &
TR-SR AT ! THJT ol T JHTYT 1T
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3 IUCeAT] H, ARA-AUTT HMHT o6 FT IR F
JATHTINT TS ah dATaeide! eIt ol T ol qgh AT,
TUR T Fogd il 3R AP AHT & Gl TR AT
ST &bl SATHTI=A byl | T AT WR e grrl H AT |- fEerh]
e R YA SR B I @IAT, ATHATT TR YT BT HTH T 2l 11T
21 B TR A AT bl JRegT A AT e o Tofq fafde ggen
TRET JUTT &I T IIARIT gl TRBR 4 I¥ 2022-23 H TSHhi &
ATAT FA 4466.60 AT YT I ART & A7 FHT i

ORI ST el
A I =TT,

IT 3R ITeS & H ™ THR T &7 a1a9 § - “WlHaA
Ta-He, AIFEHT 199" | §&T ST ST IC!-Herm Iaiiior gad
TR STR I o THTARIT TIeh &l AT TR &; ATTReh | oh axdTol
TR URERIT, T T 3R GRIT ATt JaT Ya T, 3R fefoied
TR & ATEH T T T qIHTSTe-3TTd aRTRHeRoT
gRETFEATRI (FfRTer, garelt R ey R AT oiR)

90% & TTGeh ehl ATERAT &L oh ATY, T TFhd H RATHIT TR
R ESATHART SR R Ta3TT HTAE & SR THY BU I I AR
TG G198, ST e 3MTS.2l., oh-3i1 g daTer, sT.uT.3T,
S.-PIHY, BT ATUR & Tohd & | DI [AepTd 3R UfRieror & 3
U &7 8 99 W THR Ta™R I 3R AR 3R Tl &
AR AT A b HTHT H o=y eqm |
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O WHR A T&AT WTeeh! 11, 2022, AFTEHR AT,
$- T AT 3R ME.2Y. Tachar GEamuTAIfd daR &l g | [afea g-
g T URASHTY 3R 31 3(Ts.2l.-ga4d URIIeHy, 3y 8-
o~ S e~ a N C e~ N D ~ N
SrerT/ e Rl qar e, $-3iiftha, Re T I, ©e
qIce, SRISHTR AT SCTed, TIEh ATHeIT %, 3-fagm anfe
TR} el TR e TOTSRTE TISTTSN bl GaTdT, TRGIRIdT 3R
TATS RO TS &t o [olg TR fona T T g

qTerI 7T, Ta e o ab STaTgfHes 3TE.2l. Uteh 3R AL
SOaEI T 3R TaAT UlEiieh! TR (TA.3ME5.UA.3ME .2l
T IGTeA fRIT AT ]| I8 GRIT ATE.2L. T & [ed UTedehd UaH
I ST 3feel & &F H SASTIRI & DA Bl §e |

-
elddT hJITI

TR TR T T I I 196h TR aeh T T IR Rigqm &l
TOTARIT 3R Ugd H GUR o To1Q a1 AT STRY W&l | 817 SHiRTeT
TR ®IARHT Sl off ITaHesar & Sl 8AR ARG &l
MY ek HTITA H HIT oI 31 38,21, &1 oh ATeIH J gAY

& faerTg o INTe & o o 3ITawes Il & g il

AT IS,

fafeery U UTepfdes TOTyAl, g1, TITaRor 3R g
STa T GRET 3R IR0 & AT H Jag T 81 st 78
eI H 9 & 7 4 UTaRTd ol gig I3 ohl TATaRoT STgdet AT
HTUHTOTR
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A WHR A R IATA 07 JeTTs &bl TS BR AR 37 et Y&
I & ToTah I I SR A B 11 T 11.07 §91 dh 7 e
% ToTT aTe1 &Y JATATSTTRT Ak & ST 8| A & AR ddfd e
o ded [dTahd H OaT 8 a1 T dh TRIFT o [1g 100 US ST
HTAT-TOAT, I IR UPpid & o1 G689 Pl Aol BT, US Hl
TG g1 o1, S-S TT 96T &, 37 STTHA b TG, TeeA T
T Uh U IhTH diehT g 3R Uepld Ul & I 3R gmTT &l
CRITAT S ST AR UE & foTT i hrscHE B

ay 2022-23 & SR, Gob YTRIRTdhT & qaT o Y H
TAATID FIASHI H UTHT o HTadTideh TGN ob T1Q I
Bq U SATHT AT g9 "UTRI e o Aaraii o [7g ird™
T TohaT 77T AT| TR o TaT Aiid & fofg 33 ira@ &l
IR AT & Tipiaes dleprar § FTed 8 STef uaiaror &l 3=
D R TATR

STAGTY TRATT BT HTTAT T 3R T e 3R W
JTATaR0T §9TT I o T4, A TR A 2 e dab &l S1ds g,
UISTA ohl e R UTAe S &7 [SaT 81 3T ST 3R RauRen &
JqE 0 I hRIAS JadT fer 81 3R TWHR 7 verdl,
TRIUHIH IATGT, e &l STA, SR &l STA, Tiierefi=
T T ITANT, TSR THRIET 3R deh! 3R AT atet &

ATIR H Tohog AT hl SIdail o ITINT TR UfdeeT FdT e
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qTaROT-SIIEe ATl el T AT foram g1 et go Wi
JCTGT o U ! HT geT- T UATH ThaT ST T &

T STTTAT, M AT ol HoTed e 3R SHIRX Heall
3R 2T | Silae bl uradr H IR o 01 Tg Ueet 9T @l &l
g TSIl TTetes, AT, —TARNT (TSH), AT 3R UTeRTiT &
TOTQ "T7R I JISTT" Sl Hol &l T8 & 1R 38 Toxi iy au 2023-24
o G ST Tl STTQT| 3 AR &, T 3R URARI et |

edehi(d o BT & 1 |

B WPR MYHS JHATCT o, grdar HATor, R
TG BT Ao d 3R I aToTRI A STie & Ares § fafae
SHI-CRH T Pl 3R AT d ol ST W@dT ol I o
gIer gded S uelY fagRr, efh wieq, aeide udied, 95hid
qieT 31Tic T Taeh e TohaT ST | FAen! gRT AT fod 4RI
T HraoTdT AT & (.94 & IR gde gHaral o
Dl T AT THIT ST 7 TR Aeherd 3R Sifdeh &MH &
II-TTY T & AT R Fifad drel o RRT &0 F
T GRUT Tk TR HT [aaR IR @ &l
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AT 1 GGQAToT,

A TWHR T § 2Amieies gfg @R faer ol sear e &
31U TRAITH H €6 &l BH 3UAT SHaRIT &l §6Tdl o & foig
ISR o, e dicdreT 3R gHamer oid & faera &t
TR ST STRI AT | 8 T, TRI8TT, i, U 3R IR
ToehTe T8 U@ &A1 W aRIY &I & & a7 93] 3R facxit
QT ARE & FIAeT Y TR e ATeT 3ot HRITRT TG
ST T feRIT H ehH |

T R 7 Tgel WY ITchT TheH IBTU & 3R el UiedTed
e g, fSaeh ROt IoT 7 fuset a1 H &7 30 AT ot
T BT 500 FAferaT sfer o1 FHawr gifae fam &1 59 voR,
O, 977 BT, J1889 Pisdl, Ui, S UTdTT, chd
e, S B, TS HHIgicdhed 3R JHAGH Siel AT
U oh I H ST SehTedT RATIUT T o 1Y I YT &
o Qe U T &9 & U B IR T &

N TTep SohT2a & AT ATUR H 3T o fTQ, SIS
geafd ugy 3R FRET Yot (OCMMS) RITHUd & & Toig
Tl 3R TATA & o folq TeHfd SR bl 715 81 AT &,
ATY M aY IR ST uTadT AR TR 11U fohg Ty 8l
Ty g, B T Tfaey & T8I 3R AT Sufal o
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U o folq ohg; STR TSI T STehvieh YT Te 3R Aleds! ol el
qdich & AT AT ST T &

T WHR 4 THUHTHS AT 2021 H AT T 8, Foidan
SeRT I T SR YATAT bl TG , RITHI S THY| bl SeTaT o oh
T giagr, TaT9, TIeaTe 3R ATehS! Y& TAT o 3R 3 Iod
3R TRT & STeX STUAT TEI3T 3R YAttt ol HaTd o H Tem
ST &1 STReehdT, YAl 3R UaUTSR GRT T & Wik
JETHAT, HIRTCT TaehTE URIETOT ST7S U dRas JaT ST i
ETIAT BT T T THUaTAS & f[aera ol seTar |

3nfees faer &R afderaiaesar & T U $rer iR
JTCH HIITA ST | SIS, ToRIT B I JaT3M & &1,
e RTT o AT Tk ST TATAT 81 TATIN T HIRTA 3k ST
GRITThaRtoT, THTIGIeh THTART, JLTHAT, DA &HdT, S ThiTd
o SR AL faehTd & [Ty A quT 81 ieTet faehre ugadl #
AT AT S FaT3Tt o folg GoTeT 3TR YT Ieh STaek Y& el
2 3R 98 U9 R Afohal, e SR g & ol Heaqol ary
T o T gl

Y TRBHR JATAT Sl GG a1, HIHST S, Gohfoi,
T, IR SN 3MTIC, Sid ohe &A1 H UIRISTOT UeT o &l
2 | ST STCTTAT, "R AT TC-3T ATSTAT (SYSS)" SRISTTRI ahi
FH T SR e THE H YA TH W-ASTTR o TG Ua] a ohl E8
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I I[G DI TS &l T TSI BT Jex T TR o ATHIOT TR AT &
Tt &A1 A foRry v F fifera SRISTR gatait & offer ot (Goft
3TIAR) UTH FRT & [AHHI0T, HaT, AT, bR, Fi 3R TG
Tafafedy & ATIAT b WASTR g9 & foig IH
AT b 3G UeT AT gl TP 1T AT WaT T 7
(§TTT) & foTT TRPR T 9 Uss Tfeds! Teradr 50% 3R 35%
o U g egagr / §o I URAISTTRT bl T & fere 1

ST ch JTCATAT, A TREPR = TTRIST0T 37R IeTHAT ol Tehlghd i ahl
T UgceT ol &

[afeer 7 3red sAavH T & d8d T cohiaio]
TSI SARIERM HIeee (AIC-SMUTBI) T =aTiUd T &,
ST qaitR & H Ugell 31ee gageR dcRk HT Bl gAagace
TTENTiehT 3R Aam@R & ATYR T TRIYE TROT & JTHeTdT
SUTH! ehl CETHTA Tl & 3R STFGeIe JaT ST i gHATar
ST, TeTTE 3R 1eT STl Ul axdT el I8 gaT el ol
TIASTTR T e H 37 It ol [FAERA 3R 3rerdd & &
IS IRSUESEZ GRS

S 37T ek, AL TRBR A I H JaTatt SR ATHIOT SATaTar
o Torq Aterd Tafe TIeHTeT o Jreq™ o I0e HEd o &
fTQ "o URAR, Ueh JeHT" ATSHAT B ol gl 3 ATTAT T Iek3
facsd o st el o foly THATERdT ol UicdTied ST &,
S 92 YA W AR oA aTdl & T Aladd 918 aTol
MIERE
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T PR YRA 3R faczn 7 FHazrept I Fot Hawr &r
TIeTied a5 STUHT Soll THTUd haft 3R fafAafor ok gar
&t T LT3 3R I & Toiy ey uTRIRTahT dFf a1 W

& e N0
T ohlgd hIT|

AT 1 GERToT,

fafaery o aigetTart sy gatieae 31reR 3R g1 e STran
1 370k To1Q Udh JI&IT AT TaR0T ST oh T01Q, A TRBR A Y a
Y e 31 181 HIRAT seUeTTe i RITYAT ol &, ST FHeiT 3R
TaoT-eh QT IR T84T d TTiad ATl ol T Ve aidl gl
T oh AT Th, TOIeTT 97T TRETOT ShTed| o WHRT I 18 99 I &
3T I ASThY | ol TETIAT TG hl oTT &' 8l

TRBRI AT T AT H HIGATII hl 33% STRETUT SR U1
AT T 50% STRETUT YT [T TRIT 81 b AT, TR
w1t & forw Ffder el & Afgeatt & forw smeor fiear mar
2| oo I ATRerTd fafoe &l & 3707 Yoy GHeRell & a1 Y
Y HYT e a1 & 8l

TR TRBRSIMHT IS o 3fdiTd ToT § T aTeft g iR
HTHRTST HIGAT3N & §eb @l § 20-000/- TTY Ui Iy o<
JEIIdT YaT ol [oTaent IuaT fifereaT, et 3k o=y fafaer
Tl o foTY TohaT ST TehaT §1 59 ATSTAT T IexT o H S bl
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JAMedl I UTedTRd PEAT IR WR-BHPprST ATATRN Bl
ST TR

AT 1 JGRATOT

I TWHR §AR AT & HedToT oy U & 8T |
3R HHSTR AT o T1Q o ol Ot e & WG ol §F Aol
HITOT HRIGHAT T A ST ST WreT @y, e iR
AT TRET ST T ST YaTd U ad g

FaqT 8, TR R ToTaeey rfaaried AfedT UM AIST1
o TET 45 T H 59 T ehl 3R I ehl HigeTI31 oh To1Q 2,000/- 9
gfd A8 UeTT o T &1 ST e AT ggrawIT UxE AT 5
500 T hl FEIAT I &1 3T THR T 500/- U T & H TR,
60-69 Y F &HH AT a1l oh T1Q 1,000/- I AT F 3. 1,500/-
gid /18, 70- 79 T 3R 7 & 1Y 1,500/~ Ui A8 ¥ 3. 2,000/,
3R 80 T TR I 31feas o U % 2,000/- T 3. 2,500/- Ui ATE
SIS B 1 ST TR T &1 1T 211 Reh &0 T TP R GIRT a8
ToRT T QT 81 B TRHR ST M e faeaT uve TieiT &
d&d 1000 T 37T TH Ua o &l gl 500/- Uit e uve
3. 1,500/- Ufd AT8 € 3. 2,000/- UTHTE 3R faeaT U= ot 31 40
Y T geTae 21 Y &R &f 7T g1 $ch STeTTdT, SieT M AP
TIRTITAT UM AISTHT o d&d, ST ih . 500/- Ui JT8 UaH
ToRaIT ST 28T & Tor8d 1,500/-F 3. 2,000/- 9 UTdHTE ohl & H

27




3fg & 81 78 R 7 qEgwat ey ek U @ oft sgrew
1,000/- 4%, 1,500 39 Ui AT o AT 2|

AT &,

9 Uoc 4 a0l & JUAT WHFR &l FO© IoT@A
IUATSHIT T ITATR A & [T 5T NG BT AT IoTT 2
STeToh 8 ST 8119 e fohdT 8 39 TR gH 71 &, 89 HTd & 1o 37T
TR T TohaT ST SThT g1 STE-S18 81 31T 964 &, 8 37 &l 0%
QT AT STRT [T ITeT S 8H 1R ATTRST & o J9d S1e]
HA- T@d &l B 31U I9T o AT I aral gATaal &r
THTIT e IR THT o [T e Iowad, 31Tdeh qHg iasT g1
& ToTT 3reres YTy AT ARl

I H, & g g T & Ikl bl gHR I & [oIU
ST TR el ATSTATSI ol ST TG1 H I 31ge I o fofg
3TYAT STHR h AT ATedT &1 & 37 THT T &l oY g=aTe
AT ITEaT & Tolal- goic o I THG I o 1Y 3T TRIH
fRaTRI BT TSI & AN ol 37k FiaR a9 3R foura &
AT W SR Uehe HRAT gl
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e foaTa § foh g Io7e gAN Iy & Sosaot Yias &l 7
TRTET AT | H 3T T & 1y AT gART o] €8 &bl
& Tdhdl H URUTd & o ToTT T8I bl TUIT T 37T
FHRATE

gdIq,

B HIEATFHRAT & [oh ToTe T SUATT 3R HAGRIT g

i fE=<l!
517 fafamall!
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Honourable Speaker, distinguished members of the House,

It is my privilege to present the Governor's address, which
highlights the key priorities and initiatives of our government for
the upcoming fiscal year. The state budget is a crucial financial
planning tool that helps the government manage its finances,
implement policies, allocate resources, and be accountable to the
public for its spending decisions. It provides a financial plan that
outlines projected income and expenses for a specific period and
guides spending and resource allocation based on the vision and
aspirations of the Government for the fiscal year.

[t brings me great pleasure to address the Budget session at a time
when India is steering towards an Aatmanirbhar Bharat. In this
Amrit Kaal, the 25-year lead up to India @ 100, the Union Budget
has setits vision for India @ 100.

The Union Budget 2023-24 has considered the seven basic
principles-, namely, inclusive development, last mile connectivity,
infrastructure development, employment generation, innovation,
green growth and financial stability as the guiding canons for
growth and development. The budget has focused on
macroeconomic stability together with a defined road map of
fiscal consolidation until 2025-26 to steer India to the path of
accelerated economic growth, which is both comprehensive and
inclusive. The Reserve Bank of India has rightly called the current

Budget the Sapth Rishi or the seventh horse in the chariot
of the Sun.

As we commence the budget session for our State, we
acknowledge the challenges faced by our state and our nation,
especially during and after the Covid-19 pandemic. However, we
also recognize the immense potential and resilience of our people,
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and our commitment to building a prosperous and inclusive
society remains unwavering,.

My Government, through this Budget, will chart a developmental
plan for the State for the New Fiscal Year which is well aligned with
the vision of the Union Budget 2023-24. The new Budget will help
in building onto the vision drawn by the budget of 2022-23 in
achieving the Government's overall aspirations for the State
and the people.

Since 2019, the focus of my government has been the holistic
development of the State and its people. For this, various measures
and programmes have been undertaken thatinclude housing, road

connectivity, infrastructure development, access to water,
robust healthcare facilities, and a comprehensive education

system.

[ am delighted to inform you that the policies and initiatives that
were part of the Budget of 2022-23, such as the Milk Production
Incentive to milk producing farmers - the Mukhya Mantri Krishi
Aatmanirbhar Yojana, the Pig Production Incentive Scheme, Aama
Yojana, and many others have borne rich dividends and have
further cemented the importance of the Budgetary allocations
towards steering the State on the path of development.

Hon'ble Members,

The health sector has been accorded the topmost priority by my
Government. My Government wants to foster a healthy society
through the provision of quality healthcare services for all its
citizens even up to the remotestvillages of Sikkim.
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While working towards this goal, my Government has achieved
remarkable milestones, such as - the Establishment of the first
Viral Research and Diagnostic Laboratory (VRDL) at STNM
Hospital, Sochakgang; the setting up of Functional Hemodialysis
Services in District Hospital Namchi, District Hospital Gyalshing
and the New STNM Hospital; Peritoneal Dialysis services has been
introduced in STNM, the launch of Tele Consultation services
connecting all the SHC-HWC to the District Hospitals and STNM
Hospital has been undertaken. Specialist consultation in all the
districts on a weekly roster basis has been initiated by my
Government along with the launch of 102 & 108 Ambulance
Services (Referral Transport Services) which can be availed free of

cost by all beneficiaries by calling the toll-free
numbers 102 and 108.

Today, Sikkim boasts of 1 Mutli-speciality Hospital, 4 District
Hospitals, 2 Community Health Centres, 24 Primary Health
Centres, 148 Primary Health Sub-Centres, 2 Urban Primary Health
Centres, 4 Trauma Care Centres, 1 Infectious Disease /COVID
Hospital, and 6 Blood Bank Centres. Also, the newly constructed
Mangan District Hospital will be made functional and
operationalized very soon.

The positive changes reflected in many Health Indicators of our
state are indicative of the tremendous work done by my
Government. The Infant Mortality Rate (SRS 2020) in Sikkim is 5
per 1000 live births as compared to 28 per 1000 live births in the
country. The Crude Death rate in Sikkim is 4.1 as compared to 6.0
for the country as a whole. The Child Sex Ratio in the age group of
0-6 years as per Census 2011 is 957 as compared to 918 in the
country. The institutional delivery in Sikkim is quite good at
94.7 % as compared to the national average of 78.9 %.
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However, a serious demographic crisis has been identified in our
State. According to data from the National Family Health Survey-
5 (NFHS), the total fertility rate in Sikkim is at 1.1 which is below
the replacement level. This is a significant decline from the total
fertilityrate of 3.1in 2005-06.

The decline in the fertility rate in Sikkim has serious implications
for the state's demographic profile and the matter has been
viewed very seriously by my Government. As an immediate
measure to address this pressing issue, my Government has taken
the following steps:

1.

The Maternity Leave entitlement for all working women
employees (regular and temporary including Probationary
Teachers) has been increased from 180 days to 365 days.
Paternity Leave for all male Government employees has
also been increased from 15 days to 30 days from the date
of confinement of his wife.

Benefit of one increment for the second child and two
increments for the third child of a government employee
shall be provided. For the general public, other than
employees, cash incentives shall be provided.

Moreover, under the 'Vatsalya' Scheme, an amount of
Rs.3 lakhs financial assistance is provided to those
undergoing In-vitro Fertilization (IVF) treatment. The
scheme will cover both Government employees and non-
employees of the State.

In addition to these, my government has also recently introduced
Mobile Village Clinics. Currently, there are 8 such clinics, each
manned by a Medical Doctor, Nurse, Pharmacist, Lab Technician
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and Driver. This programme is being undertaken to uplift the
health facilities in remote areas by delivering quality health
facilities for the publicat their doorstep.

Basic health services such as examination of patients including
Communicable Diseases and Non-Communicable Diseases, basic
diagnostics, dispensing of free medicines and referral to PHC or
District Hospitals are being provided by these Clinics. Special
attention is paid to Maternal and Child Health, including antenatal
care,immunization, nutrition, breastfeeding etc.

Alothasbeen done by my Governmentin its endeavour to provide
universal access to equitable, affordable and quality healthcare
services that are accountable and responsive to the people's
needs. Though we have made phenomenal progress in such a
short span, there is more that needs to be done to achieve the

aspiration of turning Sikkim into the Healthcare Hub of the
North East.

Hon'ble Members,

Another sector that has been accorded utmost priority by my
Government is the education sector. My Government recognizes
that quality education is a powerful driver of development and
one of the strongest tools for reducing poverty there by improving
the lives of the people. Providing quality and comprehensive
education to equip our children to face and overcome the
challenges of the ever-evolving modern world is a priority of my
Government. Efforts are on, for the implementation of the
National Education Policy 2020 in letter and spirit.

Special emphasis has been laid on Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE). Sikkim is the first state to implement the
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kindergarten system in all government schools, which was also
incorporated in the NEP 2020. Wherever possible, Agawanwadi
centres have been co-located in the Government Primary schools.
Furthermore, all primary teachers will be covered by the ECCE
training.

Among the North East States, Sikkim has topped the Foundational
Literacy and Numeracy (FLN) Index 2022. My Government is
further working towards improvement in teaching-learning
outcomes at the primary level. In 2022-23, training of all 767
school heads and 1532 primary teachers was undertaken.
Moreover, my Government has already set up Junior Tinkering
Labs in 102 Junior High Schools and will be making more
additions to these in the new financial year.

At the secondary and senior secondary levels, we will achieve
saturation in vocational education in terms of the number of
schools. The next objective is to move towards diversification, i.e.,
adding more vocational subjects. My Government will also be
focusing on developing a scientific mind in our students by setting
up separate laboratories for STEM (Science, Technology,
Mathematics and Engineering) subjects. We are in the process of
distributing 4410 tablets to 147 schools for use by the students.

To address the issue of school dropouts which is prevalent mostly
amongst the girl students, my Government has introduced the
“Bahini” Scheme wherein, about 20,000 girls' students in
government schools will be provided with free of cost sanitary
napkins. Additionally, 134 schools will be facilitated with
Incinerators under this scheme. The motive behind this initiative
is to eradicate the stigma around the menstrual cycle and to
empower our girl students. My Government will further extend
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the scheme to girl students studying in Government colleges of the
State shortly.

Sikkim has taken rapid strides over the past four years in the field
of Higher Education. We are on the path of developing our state as
a hub for higher education- my Government has started 7 new
universities in the last 4 years; my government is setting up the
Netaji Subash Chandra Bose University of Excellence, at
Chakhung, Soreong District, with the basic objective of providing
the best global educational standards. Completion of the
construction of this one-of-a-kind University is one of the main
priorities. Furthermore, an exclusive college for women at Assam
Lingzey, Gangtok District, with 50 free hostel seats is also in the
pipeline.

In terms of infrastructure development in this sector, 100 school
buildings were completed in 2022-23 by my Government. We will
now move towards developing “Green Schools”, which will have
components like rainwater harvesting, solar panel, bio-
degradable tablets, and water purifier.

Other notable initiatives of my Governmentare:

I.  Education Exposure Trips has been launched in the FY
2022-23 wherein college students will be selected on a
merit basis and shall be taken on exposure trips to
enhance their knowledge base. In the FY 2022-23, 103
students along with 12 teaching faculties were sent to
Delhi, Agraand Jaipur.

ii. 5% reservation of seats for PwD candidates in State quota
seatsin Government pharmacy and Nursing colleges.
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iii. 50 free MBBS seats along with 30 full fees seats are now
reserved for students from Sikkim at Sikkim Manipal
University.

iv.. ' The Foundation stone for a permanent campus of the
National Institute of Technology, Khamdong was laid by
the Hon'ble President of India on 4th November 2022. The
said work is making steady progress and will see timely
completion.

V. Under the Chief Minister's Merit Scholarship Scheme
(CMMSS) for the students of marginalized families of the
state, 50 students who qualify at the state level are
admitted in class VI to reputed public schools within and
outside the state and are fully sponsored by my
Government. The CMMSS has further been Extended up to
Graduation Level and 382 students have benefited since
2019. Children with Special Needs (CWSN) have been
given 4 % horizontal reservation from 2021.

A direct result of these interventions by the Government is the
upward movementin the indicators- Sikkim has reached a literacy
rate of 90.8%, and the literacy rate for men and women stands at
93% and 88%, respectively. There are more girls enrolled in
schools than boys and the teacher-pupil ratio stands at 1:9.

[t is my Government's earnest desire to see that our children get
the best education and that Sikkim becomes the education hub of
the nation.
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Hon'ble members,

Tourism is recognized as the most reliable and 'high growth
sector’ to foster sustainable development of the State. More so,
tourism accounts for vast employment generation to redress the
problems associated with unemployment. The tourism sector in
Sikkim employs about 35,000 persons. While 25,000 persons are
directly employed in this sector, about 10,000 persons rely on
tourism for their livelihood indirectly. During the year 2022,
16,25,573 domestic and 68,645 foreign tourists visited Sikkim.
Concluding from this data, altogether 17,00,000 tourists visited
Sikkim in 2022. This rise in the number of tourist footfalls in the
State can directly be credited to proactive measures taken by my

Government which have propelled the tourism sector to
greater heights.

Over the past 4 years, my Government has created numerous
innovative tourism infrastructures at places of tourist interest,
tourist destinations and along the tourist circuits. These
infrastructures are diverse in nature, size, capacity and value and
have been created to cater to the specific nature of demand of the
tourists and fill the infrastructure gap wherever required.

Today, the State boasts unique tourism infrastructures scattered
in all the corners of the state in the form of Wayside Amenities,
Tourist Lodges/Yatri Niwas, Eco-lodges/Huts, TICs, Cafeterias,
Amusement Parks, Pilgrimage centres, Tourist complexes, Tourist
facilitation/ reception centres, Nature Interpretation Centres,
Adventure sports-related infrastructure, Rural Tourism
products/Homestays, Recreation and rejuvenation products,
MICE Centres and so on. These infrastructures offer a break to the
tourists from the monotony of long drives through rugged
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topography, acclimatizing and refreshing them between
destinations.

My Governmentis also keen on harnessing Sikkim's vast untapped
Rural Tourism potential as community-based tourism. For this,
the Mega Homestay Project under which around 1,000 homestays
will be constructed with a cluster approach has beeninitiated. The
homestays will consist of three rooms and will be constructed to
highlight the traditional designs of the three ethnic communities
of our State. Furthermore, my Government wants to increase the
average length of stay per tourist in the state from 3 to 3.5 days to
6-7 days. To achieve this goal, my Government is working
tirelessly to improve the connectivity to the State from important
cities in India through the linkage of flights from Pakyong Airport
and by expeditious completion of ongoing Railway connectivity to
the State. Another area where my Government will provide
impetus is in increasing the high-end tourist arrivals in the State
by taking advantage of the serene atmosphere, peace, tranquillity
and clean environment of our State and promoting Sikkim as a
Wellness Destination.

Hon'ble Members:

Nearly 60% of the total rural population is dependent on the
agriculture sector for their livelihood. Thus, the agriculture and
horticulture sectors play a vital role in driving the economy of our
State. Sikkim adopted the policy of organic farming with the
motive of improving farmers income through export linkage of
organic products with organic branding. to promote good health
and protect the environment and became the only fully organic
farming state in the country with 76,000 hect of agricultural land
which has been certified organic.
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With Sikkim being the first and only Organic Farming State in the
country, my Government has undertaken various measures to
increase the volume of organic produce in the State. Our vision is
to be the number 1 exporter of organic produce in the Country.
With this vision, my Government has implemented the “Mukhya
Mantri Krishi Aatmanirbhar Yojana” under which farmers
producing the following 13 crops are provided cash incentives at
various fixed rates - Ginger, turmeric, buckwheat, Sikkim
mandarin, cabbage, cauliflower, garden peas, cherry pepper,
carrot, radish, kiwi, dal (pulses), and large cardamom. This
scheme has been well accepted by the farmers of our State and has
led to asignificantincrease in the yield.

During the year 2021-2022, around 110 farmers of Taray Bhir in
Soreng District took up Carrot cultivation and produced around
900 MT of carrots from 60 hectares of land. Likewise, due to the
support extended by my Government, the farmers of Bikmat in
South Sikkim are now producing Chayote leading to significant
increasein theirincome.

In addition to these, my Government has conducted successful
trials on possible commercial cash crop production by involving
progressive farmers of Jammu and Kashmir and Sikkim
University. Clusters of saffron cultivation have been developed in
various locations across the State. My Government aims to expand
the area under Saffron cultivation in the near future.

Moreover, my Government has entered into a Joint Venture with
Indian Farm Fertilizer Cooperative Limited (IFFCO) to create an
Organic Value Chain across the state to benefit and incentivize
farmers. This venture has been formed with the idea of providing
agro-inputs and promoting Organic Farming across India in
general and Sikkim to be specific. Support is extended to the
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farmers throughout the Organic Value Chain and guidance on
activities like harvesting, processing, packaging, and marketing of
the Organic produce from their farmsis provided.

Hon'ble Members,

My Government, with the object of encouraging farmers to
increase production of milk and pork, launched the “Mukhya
Mantri Pashudhan Samriddhi Yojana” in the year 2020. Two
major production-linked incentive schemes- Milk Production
Incentive Scheme (MPIS) and the Pig Production Incentive
Scheme, (PPIS) form a part of this Yojana.

Under the MPIS, my Governmentis providing Rs. 8/- per kg of milk
to the dairy farmers, who supply milk to Sikkim Milk Union. This
has led to a phenomenal increase in the production of milk from
42,000 metric tons in 2007-2008 to 86,524 metric tons in 2021-
22. Sikkim milk farmers are now producing upto 217 metric tons
daily. Our State isnow an exporter of milk.

Furthermore, my Government has commenced the “Highest Milk
Producer Award” for individual farmers with a cash prize of Rs.
2.00 Lakh and has also initiated Gwala Day” held on 1°* July each
year to commemorate the contribution made by Gwalas /Milk
producers.

Likewise, to encourage pig farmers and pig breeding in the State,
the Government has introduced the Pig Production Incentive
Scheme wherein eligible Pig Farmers get up to Rs. 50,000/- as an
incentive. My Government has also initiated the Mega Seed Project
(MSP) under ICAR-National Research Centre (NRC) -Rani,
Guwahati at Assam Lingzay, Pakyong, where 75% of Hampshire
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stock are bred to produce 600 numbers of piglets annually. So far,
Sikkim hasseena 160% increase in the pig population in the State.

Similarly, to encourage fish farmers towards local production of
fish and to provide economic upliftment and sustainable
livelihood to fish farmers, my Government introduced the
“Mukhya Mantri Matsya Utpadan Yojana” (MMMUY). Under
this scheme, a subsidy of up to 60% is provided to fish farmers in
the purchase of fish seeds for stocking their ponds and in the
purchase of fishing equipment like castanet, rods and line,
weighing machines and fish transportation boxes.

Hon'ble Members,

Under the Sikkim Garib Awas Yojana, my government has
completed the construction of 3050 houses for the rural populace.
The houses are an RCC structure with provision for furniture,
cupboards, television etc and provision for the beneficiary to add
to the structure provided. Moreover, under the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana, 1409 houses have been sanctioned, out of which,
1110 have been completed.

Likewise, under the Sikkim Urban Garib Awas Yojana (SUGAY),
my government has launched the first fully State sponsored urban
housing scheme which has been designed to be aligned with the
Sustainable Development Goals. A total of 260 number of Social
Housing Flats each measuring 688 sq. ftand 502 individual houses
measuring 678.50 sq. ft are being constructed in all the seven
ULBs. In addition, a three-storied “Shelter for Homeless
Households” comprising of male and female dormitories with a
total capacity of 40 inmates, a kitchen, dining, office and a
caretaker's quarter is being constructed and integrated into the
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Social Housing Complex at Gangtok. This shall provide dignified
shelter to the destitute.

Hon'ble Members,

For the holistic development of rural areas, my Government has
been successfully implementing both Central and State schemes
initsrightearnest.

Under the Jal Jeevan Mission, one of the flagship programmes of
the Government of India envisioned to provide safe and adequate
drinking water through individual household tap connections by
2024 to all households in rural India, my Government has
completed 112 Nos. of erstwhile NRDWP schemes during 2020-
21 despite the difficult circumstances during the Covid-19
Pandemic. 38,694 nos. of Households have been provided Tap
Connections since the launch of the Mission in Sikkim while 156
villages out of 439 villages in Sikkim have achieved 100%
Functional Household Tap Connections (FHTC). All the ongoing
works are heading towards completion and my Government
desires to ensure 100% FHTCs to all the Rural Households in
Sikkim within the financial year 2023-24.

Similarly, under the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana, the
far-flung, remote and previously inaccessible areas have now
been connected by roads thereby ensuring that mechanical
transport for the daily needs of the inhabitants of the region is
available at all times. Road connectivity has also helped in
ensuring easy access to all the essential sectors such as education,
tourism, health, agriculture, offices, etc thereby raising the living
standards of the people. These all-weather roads have revived
village tourism like homestays and village resorts and helped

44



bring agricultural produce to the markets, thereby paving the way
for business opportunities among the rural populace.

Other schemes such as the Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY),
Shyama Prashad Mukherjee Rurban Mission (SPMRM),
Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana-Gramin, Sikkim Garib Aawas
Yojana (SGAY) etc are being implemented at its right earnest and
have been instrumental in the overall development of the rural
areas of the State.

In addition to these, my government has, with the view to ensure
that women get adequate representation in the developmental
process, introduced a 50% reservation of Women in the
PanchayatElections.

It is my Government's earnest desire to improve the quality of life
in rural areas and to correct the developmental imbalances,
aiming in the process, to reach out to the most disadvantaged
sections of society.

Hon'ble Members,

My Government has made remarkable progress in its mission to
develop a robust and dependable road network in the State. We
have undertaken the works for the construction of new roads,
maintenance and upgradation of already existing roads,
construction of bridges and culverts and connecting remote
habitations/ villages in the State. It has been a constant endeavour
of my Government to expand its road network throughout the
State targeting connectivity in every village, institutions of
education and health, market areas, tourists and religious
destinations.
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However, being a hilly state, there are challenges faced in terms of
heavy rainfall and unforeseen natural calamities which disrupt
connectivity at large. My government has been constantly
approaching the central Road Ministry for the declaration of the
State Highways to National Highways and has also been trying to
include the existing and new roads under the Bharatmala Scheme
ofthe Central Government. The same will not only ensure the one-
time development of the road network but will also solve the
problem of the recurrent maintenance of these roads.

Amongst other achievements, connectivity from Uttarey to
Chewabhanjyang road along Indo-Nepal Border has been
achieved. The road will strengthen border trade and benefit the
local people on both sides of the international border. The bridge
over the Rangit River at Kitchudumra along Namchi- Sikkip road
and the bridge over Kateng Kali Khola, Namthang have been
completed. My government has also adopted various road safety
measures to ensure the safety of travellers. The Government has
further sanctioned 46 numbers of new construction other than
fair weather roads in the year 2022-23 for a total amount of
Rs.4466.60 lakhs.

Hon'ble Members,

The motto of my Government in the IT and ITeS sector is -
Minimum Government, Maximum Governance. The prime focus
is on bringing about ICT-enabled all-round sustainable
development and inclusive growth of the State; providing
transparent, affordable and efficient public service delivery closer
to the door-step of citizens; and ensuring the socio-economic
empowerment of all (with special emphasis on women, youth and
the marginalized) through Digital Inclusion.
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With a literacy rate of over 90%, Sikkim has access to engineering
and computer science graduates locally and it has a highly literate
human resource pool overall, which can be the bedrock of
successful IT, back-office operations, BPOs, e-commerce, and skill
development and training sectors. These are avenues that the
Government will pay special attention to in terms of driving
innovation and creating employmentand job opportunities.

My Government has framed the Information Technology Policy,
2022, the Right of Way Policy, the E-Waste Policy and the IT vend
or empanelment policy. Various e-governance projects and other
IT-related projects, such as the e-district/Sikkim Government
Services Portal, e-office, State Data Centre, State Portal,
Unemployed Youth Database, Task Monitoring System, e-Vidhan
etc., have been implemented for ensuring efficiency, transparency
and smooth delivery of Government welfare schemes to the
citizens.

A state-of-the-art IT Park and the National Institute of Electronics
and Information Technology (NIELIT) have been inaugurated at
Pakyong, Sikkim. This Institute will provide IT-related courses
which will help in enhancing the skills of the unemployed in the
field of IT.

My Government will further continue to invest in improving the
quality and accessibility of education at all levels, from primary to
tertiary. We will also prioritize skill development programmes
that equip our citizens with the necessary skills to participate in
the modern workforce and contribute to the growth of our state
through the IT sector.
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Hon'ble Members,

Sikkim is a frontrunner in terms of the protection and
conservation of its natural resources, forests, environment and
wildlife. An increase in forest cover by 4 per cent in the last two
and half decades stands as a testimony of the eco-friendly policy of
the State.

Apart from the initiative, ‘A Day for Mother Earth’, observed on
July 07 annually during which vehicular movement is halted for 7
minutes from 11 amto 11.07 am across the State, my Government
has launched the “Mero Rukh Mero Santati” initiative which
aims to strengthen the connection between parents, children and
nature by planting 100 trees for every new child born in Sikkim.
Watching the tree grow, as the baby grows, is a symbolic way of
commemorating their arrival and is also beneficial for the planet.

During the year 2022-23, an innovative policy instrument
“Payment for Ecosystem Services” was implemented to charge for
the commercial use of water from commercial establishments as
an ecosystem service. The origin of this enabling payment for
ecosystem services policy lies in the cultural ethos of the state
where the environment is placed on a high pedestal. It is not just
the services derived from the ecosystem that plays a role in the
economy of Sikkim, but the respect Sikkim and its people give to
nature.

To combat climate change and to maintain a clean and healthy
environment, my Government has banned packaged drinking
water bottles of capacity up to 2 litres. This has received positive
support from the people and stakeholders alike. My Government
has also implemented several eco-friendly policies such as the ban
on firecrackers, Styrofoam products, burning of waste, burning of
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tyres, use of polythene carry bags, use of packaged drinking water
bottles in government functions and meetings and trade of
medicinal plants. Efforts are being made to discourage the usage
of single-use plastic products as well.

In addition to these, several initiatives to strengthen urban
forestry and improve the quality of life in our towns and cities are
underway. The “Nagar Van Yojana” for the five districts namely
Gangtok, Soreng, Gyalshing, Namchi and Pakyong has been
sanctioned and will be implemented during the Financial Year
2023-24. These Nagar Vans will function as green lungs of the
urban and peri-urban areas.

My Government further aspires to strengthen various ecotourism
destinations by way of modern infrastructure, capacity building,
organizing the local community and linking them to markets.
High-value tourism such as birding, trekking tourism, adventure
tourism, culture tourism and the like will be developed. The
tourism infrastructure within Khangchendzonga National Park
(KNP), a UNESCO-designated World Heritage Site will also be
strengthened. My Government is also looking into
commercializing the medicinal and aromatic plant wealth of the

state in a sustainable manner along with sericulture and
organicsilk.

Hon'ble Members,

My Government remains steadfast in its effort to promote
economic growth and development in the state. We will continue
to prioritize job creation, investment promotion, and
infrastructure development to boost our economy. We will work
towards creating a conducive business environment that attracts
both domestic and foreign investments, with a particular focus on
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key sectors such as health, education, agriculture, tourism and
skill development.

My Government has already taken proactive steps and putin place
the right set of incentives which has led to the state attracting an
investment of close to $500 million from nearly 30 pharma
companies in the last decade. Thus, emerging as a major pharma
hub in the North Eastern region with marquee companies like
Cipla, Sun Pharma, Zydus Cadila, Alembic, [PCA, Alkem Lab, Intas
Pharma, Torrent Pharmaceuticals and Unichem setting up their
units in the state.

For ease of doing business with industrial units, the Online
Consent Management and Monitoring System (OCMMS) for
issuance of Consent to Establish and Consent to Operate has been
put in place. Also, state-of-the-art air and water quality
monitoring stations have been established. Also, attractive
incentives and subsidies from the centre and the state are being
rightfully implemented to lure National and International
Companies to the small state of Sikkim.

My Government has implemented the MSME Policy 2021 which
aims to provide facilitation, services, incentives and subsidies to
promote local entrepreneurs to increase production and services
and enable them to export their commodities and services outside
the state and country. The policy will promote the development of
entrepreneurship within the state by increasing awareness,
sensitization and exposure; assist young entrepreneurs by
providing skill development training, etc.

A skilled and productive workforce is essential for economic
growth and competitiveness. Unemployment, particularly
amongst the youth, is a significant challenge faced by many
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countries. Skilling of the youth is crucial for their economic
empowerment, social inclusion, entrepreneurship, adaptability,
personal development, and national development. Investing in
skill development initiatives that provide accessible and relevant
opportunities for youth can yield significant benefits for
individuals, communities, and nations atlarge.

My Government has been providing training to the youth in many
fields such as soap making, candle making, packaging, stitching,
computer applications, etc. Moreover, the "Skilled Youth Start-
Up Scheme (SYSS)" was launched with the vision to reduce
unemployment and create adequate self-employment
opportunities in the long run. The scheme aims to generate
equitable entrepreneurial opportunities in rural as well as urban
areas of Sikkim, particularly among the educated unemployed
youth to become self-employed by setting up Manufacturing,
Service, Business, Co-Operative, Agriculture & Allied Activities by
availing loans (category-wise) with back ended subsidy
assistance from the Government @ 50% for Below Poverty Line
(BPL) and @ 35% for rest on financially viable/ bankable Projects
cost. Furthermore, my Government has also taken the initiative to
integrate training and entrepreneurship.

Sikkim has also established a Technology Business Incubation
Foundation (AIC-SMUTBI) under the Atal Innovation Mission,
which is also the first Atal Incubation Centre in the Northeast
Region. The incubator nurses and incubates early-stage
entrepreneurial ventures based on technology and innovation by
providing infrastructure, mentorship, and seed grants to
promising young entrepreneurs to pursue their dreams of starting
their ventures. It encourages young entrepreneurs to sharpen and
update their skills in generating self-employment.

51



Additionally, my Government has launched the 'One Family, One
Entrepreneur’ scheme to ensure support through various
schemes aimed at the youth and rural populace in the State. The
objective of this scheme is to encourage creativity and risk-taking
for private enterprises in Sikkim'’s society which largely comprise
of job seekersrather than the job creators.

My Government will dedicate its energy in encouraging private
investment from investors in India and abroad and focus on
creating the enabling ecosystem for startups and industries from
manufacturing and services sectors.

Hon'ble Members,

Women in Sikkim are accorded the highest respect and reverence.
To create a safe and secure environment for them, my Government
has set up a One Stop Centre and 181 Women Helpline which
provides service to women affected by violence in private and
public spaces. In addition to this, assistance to girls below 18 years
of age is being provided in consultation with District Child
Protection Units.

A 33% job reservation has been provided to women in
Government Service and reservations not less than 50% in
Panchayat Elections. Further, reservations have been made for
women in Tender Bids for Government works. Sikkimese women
are marching shoulder to shoulder with their male counterparts
invarious spheres.

The Aama Yojana 2023 Scheme launched by the State
Government Plan shall provide financial assistance of Rs 20000
per annum directly to the bank account of all eligible non working
women in the State. This financial grant can be used for medical,
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educational and other miscellaneous purposes. The scheme is
aimed at encouraging saving habits and supporting non-working
mothersin the State.

Hon'ble Members,

My Government is deeply committed to the welfare of our citizens,
especially those who are marginalized or vulnerable. We will
invest in social welfare programmes that provide essential
services such as healthcare, education, and social protection.

At present, my government is providing Rs. 2,000/- per month for
women in the age category of 45 years to 59 years under the
Sikkim Unmarried Women Pension Scheme; has enhanced the
Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension Scheme by Rs. 500/-
thereby revising the rate from Rs. 1,000/- pm to Rs. 1,500/- pm for
those under the age group of 60-69 years, Rs. 1,500/-pm to
Rs. 2,000/- for 70-79 years age group, and Rs. 2,000/- to
Rs. 2,500/- pm for 80 years and above. The additional
expenditure incurred from this revision is being borne from the
State's exchequer.

Under the Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension Scheme, my
Government is providing additional Rs. 500/- pm thereby
enhancing the pension from Rs. 1,500/- pm to Rs. 2,000/- pm and
has relaxed the Widow Pension age from 40 years to 21 years.
Also, under the Indira Gandhi National Disability Pension Scheme,
additional Rs. 500/- pm is being provided thereby enhancing the
rate from Rs. 1,500/- to Rs. 2,000/- pm. My Government has also
enhanced the Chief Minister's State Disability Pension from
Rs.1,000/-toRs. 1,500 per month.
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Hon'ble Members,

[ have taken this opportunity to highlight some of the notable
achievements of my Government over the past 4 years. While we
are proud of what we have accomplished, we recognize that there
is still more work to be done. As we move forward, we must
continue to focus on the issues that matter most to our citizens. We
must work tirelessly to address the challenges facing our state and
to build a brighter, more prosperous future forall.

In conclusion, I would like to express my gratitude to the members
of this esteemed house for their unwavering supportin the pursuit
of our government's vision for our state. [ also want to express my
sincere thanks to all those who have been involved in the budget
session and have worked tirelessly to make this possible, and to
the citizens of our state for their continued supportand trust.

[ am confident that this budget will pave the way for a brighter
future for our state, and I look forward to working with all of you to
make our vision areality.

Thankyou, and may the budget session be fruitful and productive.

JAI HIND!!

JAI SIKKIM!!!
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